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Foreward	
  

This	
   choral	
   cycle	
   consists	
   of	
   texts	
   by	
   the	
   composer	
   set	
   to	
   melodies	
   stolen	
   from	
  
familiar	
   Christmas	
   carols	
   in	
   arrangements	
   of	
   no	
   particular	
   merit.	
   There	
   is	
   little	
  
content	
  here	
  worthy	
  of	
   even	
   trifling	
   scholarly	
   attention.	
  The	
   arrangements	
   (when	
  
the	
  writer	
  has	
  bothered	
  to	
  do	
  any	
  arranging	
  at	
  all)	
  show	
  occasional	
  cleverness	
  of	
  the	
  
sort	
  one	
  might	
  expect	
  from	
  a	
  second	
  year	
  theory	
  student	
  at	
  an	
  undistinguished	
  state	
  
university.	
   The	
   texts,	
   while	
   certainly	
   “original”	
   in	
   the	
   sense	
   that	
   they	
   are	
   unique,	
  
offer	
  the	
  rhythm	
  and	
  rhyme	
  which	
  force	
  them	
  into	
  the	
  category	
  of	
  poetry,	
  but	
  only	
  
under	
  protest.	
   In	
   short,	
   for	
   a	
   serious	
   student	
   of	
   choral	
   literature,	
   these	
  mercifully	
  
short	
  works	
  are	
  best	
  avoided	
  entirely.	
  Caveat	
  emptor.	
  No	
  stars.	
  Both	
  thumbs	
  down.	
  
Just	
  say	
  no.	
  Chacun	
  à	
  son	
  goût.	
  Remember	
  the	
  Alamo.	
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